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HEATHER WAGNER REED

With réeaiher heading the
promotioral team, Nyenrode
was named one of the top
MOA programs in the m;nd‘

1n & number of internationad
rankings. This was folowed by
2 stiek as marketing drector
for ScundArtist, & dot com
company that launched a
computer-based platform to
help music COMPoLers Connece
with record labe's and AR
SCOuts

After that, Heather moved

on to Universad M Hollang
She was recruited by the chief
;ux'ulw officer who hired
her and placed her on their

By Forrem

Preece

One thing that | have
COME 1o Iove ADOU writing
theve columns for the sz 16
years. findeg out how people's
early ves and gene pools
Mected thew careors. Case in
pont, Meather Wagner Reed
Thes beillant, enengetic and

Meather Wagner Read with bev cliast
Glorta Gayner Remember Glorias Nt

mulitalented woman now

rung Juice Conmuiting, & public
relstone firm specaliaing in
N erertalment industry and

Other Creative sectons
Afver heartng 2ot her

background, | agree that she
Commes by it “natural " as they
sy o Teas Musc has aways

Deen 2 Big part of her Me
Gromang up 0 Pannsyhvanea,
$he absorbed a ot of polka

tunes M mochers side of the
famiy came from Poland and
e ethnic music they played in
her grandmother’s home was 2
g part of her wpbninging They
St Just play tunes around the

=

Bouse — her uncle had 3 polla
Bang 1hat performed ol around
thae part of the country. On her

Fxther'y side, her grand¥ather,
a7 0pera singer who sang in
e brguages, went to kuliard
#nd jomned the US Navy Chair
Mexcher s that once dunng
Rer career. she mentioned
her granciather and an ider
Solezgue biurted out, "Your
T xher was Lanrence
Siger? He's ingenciary in the
vy Choer”

With rhose hings of penes
PeErcolacig in her systern, i's
MOWOnder that by the soverth

, Heather found ous she
aberr. for
Went 0n 10 do musical theater
and acting Entertainvment,
broadcasting, writing
promation, all the stops on her
Caveer pach butk on sach other
and 'ed 10 her career in bl
relatons, being 3 behing-the
¥enes payer (Whie writing
s column, | kepe hearing that
Or. Seuss peoncuncement in my
heac: “Oh the places yor, wil
2

e

song ") Wil Survive”™ froe the disco

e
tat, she became (he station’s
promotions director, At night
she was the jazz disk jockey

and she often did pews anchor
axy After that experience, she

knew that she wanted to get

2o the entertainment industry

“That was a career direction |
wanted to stay with,” she says.

1 loved that station and al that
On-air time gave me a jot of sel-

confidence”

After college, she snagged a

prized internship with Coca-
Cola. For a while, she was part
of 2 tearm that had 10 arrive
at 630 am, comb through a
stack of newspapers and clip
all the articles they could find
mentioning Coke products,
50 the top exsoutives could
read them ina hurry, By 8am,
they had copies of the artickes
organized in notebooks for
Penusing. Wih a perspactive of
20-plus years under her befr.
Heather laughs now about how
she was so impressed when she
would step into the elevator
and be standing beside the CEO
or other top corparate officers
on her way to detver the press
cips.

Mo for some fagt
forwarding through her caresr
Stops. ¥ 1995, she landed a job

at Disneyland Paris. She was
thrown into French language
Immersion and so0n she was
able to speak the Lnguage well
€90ugN to help handle the press
faunch for the opening of the
theme park's Space Mountain,
a0 whie working in the park’s
Popular “Le Sports Bar” by nighe,

Then, while she was dating
# man froen the Netherfands,
she maved to that coy ana
found 2 job with an':z‘
ane of that country's top

universities, where she had the
assignment of Promoting their
MBA program and handiing 115
Fumnl relations worldaide,

international marketing team
When the company kssuad a
record, it was ther assgnmeng
to Create strategic promoticna
plans and roll them owt to help
sales of the music in places
from Japan and the Phdippines
to Canada and Mexico, Heather
suys that the teughest market
to crack foe most of theie songs
was the United States. Armerican
artists were doing great in
Europe, but taking songs west
across the Azlantic to the States
was tougher,
Then came her broak of
all breaks. While attending a
conference in Atlanta, where
Mathew Knowles, Beyoncés
father, was speaking, a friend
arranged an introduction, It
seems that Machew was oobing
for somoeone with intermational
experience i music promotion
They clicked, he wanted ber on
NS teamn, and Heather knew it
was time to come home to the
USA Soon she was in Houston
with Mathew’s entertainment
management compay working
on what she calis the “baby
acts” aka “teen acts” inchuding
Beyonce's sister Solange,
_On New Year's Day 2003,
& 00 10 go inte .-
Pe | PSPt know many.
people W Houstonl had®  *
noching efse happening and |
thought I might as well clean up
same projects™ As luck would
have it, Mathew showed ap in
the office later that day and
was impressad that she was
putting In that kind of overtime.
Soeh he decided to give ber
Beyoncd's account. That was
when the singer was breaking

Heather Wagner Reed takes 3 minute to refan at IMpact Hub Austin, where she offices.

off on her own from Destiny's
Chilg, her original group
From 2002 until 2007,
Heather was a key player
an Beyoncé’s tean. She was
the Houston-based product
manager who oversaw an
etensive operation that was

the organizational foundation
for the world-famous
entertainer’s career, Just a note
— for anyone who thinks that
being on the staff for a top-
fiight entertainer is all gamour
and two-martini lunches at
NtZy restaurants, please revise
that notion. 1 an average
day, Heather would field soo
emalls. By the end of the week,
she would hawe filtered out 25
Opgortunities that Beyoncé
could consider. Just having the
bandwidth to absorb that miuch
Information and then prioritize
It Is remarkable,
When asked about some of
she
el
she rattled off names like Oprah
Winfrey, Robin Wilkams, Justin
Timberfake, P. Diddy, Steve
Martin, Latoya Jackson, Sarah
Mclachlan, Larry King, and Sean
Combs. She says that when
she went to the Grammys, the
backstage area held a universe
of celebrities. Speaking of
famcus people, Heather enjoys
tefing about the time she had

Lessons in Cheer

Warching our
daughter and her friends

fiy through the ax, perform
seemingly impossible flexible

positicning while being held up

by three teammates, and then
fiip around for a grueling, fast-
paced, two-and-a-half minute
routine leave me speechiess,

Quincy Is passicaate about her

Do nothing from

gotten back to the office from c
a UK towr with Beyoncé, who
was next heading to Ireland
While she was plowing through
her viece mads, she came upon
one from Irish native Bono,
complete with his cell phone
number, inviting Beyoncé to
come have dinner with him and
his kids, who wanted to see her.
*I still have that phone number
in my Rolodex™
But that was then. in
2007, Heather decided that
she wanted to be in charge
of her own destiny and start
her own public refations
and entertainment industry
Promotions business, Juice
Corsulting She derives a lot
of joy from running her own
company. Handing diverse
ACCOUNS and bringing a level
of passion to her causes
fulfifls her. She reprosents &
number of nonprofies besides
W Black
- Music Foundation,
ArtAlllance Aystim,
Big Medium and Texas Culturat
Trust are among her current
and older clients, Her company
15 tow 350 branching out
into the tech and innovation
Industry with clients like Mass
Challenge, Impact Hub Austin,
Natley Ventures, Sputnik and
many others,
Black Fret has beena

Oidahoma and achieved mest in prayer in the middle of a
éverything they wanted to stressful competition. | could
ak the competition, but | can not ask for more life lessons
assure you the experience is about
abcutmoreﬂunwmning smmvm‘:

We watched our girls modeumfmnoldsm
take care of each other and endless positivity from cheer
themselves, We watched them coacha.lmmomlm
fespect their team and others in manager and other parents, and
the competition. The giris ined themnuuzywm
the mat to cheer for another have in putting themseives al
team from Austin, so they out there on the ma.
would know they are not akone. The competitions will
Sometimes, thanks to a coach continue and | wil happdy be

rivalry or conceit,

but !l! humility count others more

PHOTO Y WTIST gy

fient for the past four years

This organization has around
400 membaors who pay $1500
annually to attend private
concerts and parties. The

money that the group brings in
o apportioned out to musicians
In Austin to use on their own
behaif for the creation of new
music. Some may use the funds
for recording sessions and
others may apply the money
to defraying the expenses of
touring, The Black Fret Ball this
past Dec. g for which Juice
Consulting handled the press,
attracted an all-<tar crowd from
arcund the city.

One of her longer-term
entertsinment clients is Gloria
Gaynor, who some West Austin
News readers will recognize
from the disco era. A few years
g0, Juice Consulting did the
naticnal campaign for the 3tk
anniversary of “1 Will Survive,”
the anthem that playedin
discos from Los Anpele 'h":!)
ManhatandHeather met Glora
when the singer performed with

the Houston Symphwery and
Feather was doing their public
relations. That turned out to be
a nice refationship that has now
lasted amost ten years,

It's been quite a ride for
Heather. Thinking about her
life and her successes, she says,
“Curiosity Is what drives me”



